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Royal Presents 


The off’rings of the Eastern kings of old 


Unto our Lord were incense, myrrh and gold; 
Incense because a God; gold as a King; 

And myrrh as toa dying man they bring. 
Instead of incense (Blessed Lord) if we 

Can send a sigh or fervent prayer to thee, 
Instead of myrrh if we can but provide 

Tears that from penitential eyes do slide, 

And though we have no gold; if for our part 
We can present thee with a broken heart 
Thou wilt accept: and say those Eastern kings 


Did not present thee with more precious things. 


Nathaniel Wanley 
17th Century 
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Back To Korea 
Sir: 


The Church in Korea is not defeat- 
ed, nor is our Mission work disinte- 
grating! Such is my impression fol- 
lowing my recent return from the 
furlough we were forced to take when 
war started in Korea last year. Despite 
almost every conceivable kind of dis- 
advantage, the Korean Christian Church 
is very much alive and growing, and 
the educational, medical, and evange- 
listic projects under way at the out- 
break of war are all going full steam 
ahead. 

In this area, at least, the scars of 
war are being rapidly erased by the 
hand of nature and the “scrounging” 
ability of Koreans. But for many there 
is as yet neither peace nor security, 
though we are far behind the battle 
lines. Bands of heartless and fanatical 
communist guerrillas roam the moun- 
tain areas and harass the country-side. 
Sunday before last Mr. Linton and I 
visited a village on the edge of the 
mountains where the church and 80% 
of the homes had recently been burned 
to the ground by such guerrillas. Mean- 
while the villagers, including the small 
group of Christians, were forced to flee 
to a nearby village where they face the 
winter without a home they can call 
their own, supplied with only an in- 
adequate dole of rice from relief 
sources. 


Only a week ago, in a town about 
20 miles from our city, the commu- 
nists, who always come out of their 
mountain hideouts at night, burned the 
church and manse and carried the evan- 
gelist away as a captive. Many of our 
Christian friends come, telling of hav- 
ing to spend their nights away from 
home, hiding out, for fear of such un- 
wanted visitors. And, of course, nearly 
every Christian has a wild tale of how 
he hid out, or escaped from place to 
place, or was beaten, or nearly lost his 
life, while the North Koreans con- 
trolled this province last summer. 

In spite of such persecution, and a 
rather poor rice crop this year, and 
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LETTERS 


the gloomy outlook for any immediate 
settlement of the war, Christian leaders 
in most places still cling tenaciously to 
their little churches and the believers 
welcome the missionary and his mes- 
sage. A few days ago I stopped for a 
few minutes at a little church about 
20 miles from here, started about two 
years ago. Everyone was in the fields 
cutting rice, and we wondered whether 
we could locate our Christian friends. 
But they saw the jeep—and only mis- 
sionaries drive jeeps into places like 
that—and came running in from the 
tields to welcome me. 





Last Sunday morning I preached in 
one of the churches of this city. The 
building is small and the 300 people 
who crowded in could only find seats 
by having some of the old ladies from 
the “amen corner” sit on the pulpit 
platform. Only half this congregation 
were baptized Christians—the rest were 
there to hear and we pray to accept 
the Gospel as outlined in Peter’s first 
sermon (Acts 2). Afterwards I met 
with a group of about 50 high school 
students—the hope for the future of 
the Church as regards its leadership. 
Wednesday night I spoke at prayer 
meeting in a church where over 200 
were present. Such brief glimpses are 
convincing that “in spite of dungeon, 
fire, and sword” the faith of our Ko- 
rean Christian brethren cannot be 
killed. 


We have just completed one of the 
brief bi-monthly meetings of the Ko- 
rea Mission made necesary by current 
fluctuating conditions. I was amazed 
to discover fully what I had already 
been noticing, that the “skeleton crew” 
of about a dozen missionaries on the 
field is actually maintaining the entire 
schedule of work in progress at the 
beginning of the war. This is in spite 
of higher prices, loss of native and 
missionary leadership, and the necessity 
for constantly adjusting to new situa- 
tions. Let not the American Church 
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give up Christian Missions in Korea 
as a hopeless cause! Right now the 
Koreans are more anxious than ever 
for missionary leadership and pattici- 
pation in all the various programs 
which have the end of bringing these 
people, who are losing all hope so fat 
as the world can offer, to a saving faith 
in Him who is the way and the truth 
and the life. 

May the home church share the min- 
gled feeling of faith and assurance and 
determination with which the members 
of your Korea Mission faced the future 
of our work here, as we sang together 
in our meeting last night from the bot- 
tom of our hearts: ; 

“How firm a foundation, ye saints 

of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His ex- 
cellent word!” 
JOE B. HOPPER 
CHUN-JU, Korea. 
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EDITORIAL 
Now Is The Time 


The other evening one of the more conservative 
news commentators said: “The world seems frozen 
in a perpetual state of crisis.” Two days later we 
heard an address given before a large group of 
southern pastors and Christian workers and the 
speaker said: “It is high time that the Church 
should capitalize on the fears, the frustrations and 
the yearnings of a bewildered people.” 


Both of these statements are true. We do live in 
a time of crisis and uncertainty and because of this 
most people have lost their sense of satisfied com- 
placency. 


The Church has the message our world needs 
today; a message of security, hope, joy and peace; 
all to be had through faith in Jesus Christ as 
Saviour from sin and a complete commital to Him. 


The need has never been greater. 


Hearts have probably never been more willing to 
listen to the claims of Christ. 


Are we preaching and living Him, or, are we 
frittering away the most golden opportunity the 
Church has probably ever had? —L.N.B 





R.S.V.P.—Dr. Blake 


The final authority of the Word of God in mat- 
ters of faith and life has been replaced, in the Pres- 
byterian Church U.S.A., by the changing decisions of 
temporary majorities in the presbyteries, synods and 
assemblies of that church. 


This has been apparent for some time, but it has 
now been made official by the highest permanent 
executive officer in that denomination. Henceforth 
the minority is always wrong. Elders may no longer 
attack the official program of the church, regardless 
of what the program may be. Members are no long- 
er free to act in accord with their conscience or the 
Word of God, but only according to the decision of 
a majority in presbytery or assembly. Freedom in 
the church exists only for those who submit to ma- 
jority rule. 


No doubt people in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church who have been considering merger with 
these Northerners will want to take a second look. 
Possibly even some in the Northern church itself 
will raise an eyebrow, or show a flicker of interest. 





The occasion for this deliverance was the installa- 
tion of Dr. Eugene C. Blake as the Stated Clerk of 
the denomination. In spite of his own declaration 
that he was being named “not bishop, or chancellor, 
Or provost, or any prestige-bearing title, but a 
clerk . . .” the service was marked by the presence of 
100 visiting dignitaries, and by the solemn march 
of a gowned procession up the church aisle. 


The new official made a speech suitable to the oc- 
casion. Its text was published in Presbyterian Life, 
the issue of October 27, from which the following 
excerpts and quotations are taken. 


The description of his position as the “highest 
permanent executive office” in the church is Dr. 
Blake’s own. And here is some of what he said about 
church authority: 


“There have been too many Presbyterian church 
members who have supposed that they were free to 
act as they pleased in the church of which they are 
members. There are even elders who suppose that 
they are free to attack the program of the church 
in public speech or print. . . . There are, alas, Pres- 
byterian ministers who suppose that they are good 
Presbyterians when they freely flout the considered 
and prayerful actions of their presbyteries. Some of 
these are ignorant of what kind of a church it is to 
which they belong, and whose form of government 
they have solemnly sworn that they approved. Oth- 
ers know better, but refuse to believe in the possibil- 
ity that they may be wrong, which, by Presbyterian 
definition, you are when you are in the minority 
against the considered and prayerful decision of your 
brethren.” (Italics ours.) 


Again: “I speak against that rampant individual- 
ism of either conservative or radical which lightly 
breaks the corporate fellowship of church or state 
by words or acts however sincerely held to be the 
will of God.” 





NOTICE 


Collegiate Home in Montreat will open dur- 
ing the Christmas Season for children of mis- 
sionaries. If you wish to spend all or part of 
your vacation there please notify Mrs. Edward 
S. Currie, Montreat, N. C. A small charge 
will be made for heat and laundry. Arrange- 
ments for preparing food can be made. 


VIRGINIA L. BELL 
CHAIRMAN OF BOARD 
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And once more: “Yes, I boldly speak our faith: 
The Holy Spirit speaks through the actions and 
decisions of a presbytery.” 


Dr. Blake quoted extensively from the Form of 
Government of his church, but he did not include in 
his quotations the significant statement of the Con- 
fession of Faith, that decrees and determinations of 
synods and councils, “if consonant to the Word of 
God, are to be received with reverence and submis- 
sion...” (xxxi. 2). 


In the light of his remarks may we ask Dr. Blake 
some questions: 


1. The General Assembly majority in 1923 de- 
clared certain doctrines to be “essential doctrines of 
the Word of God and our standards.” In 1924 over 
1200 Presbyterian ministers signed a statement re- 
pudiating this. Were these Auburn Affirmationists 
wrong? 


2. The Assemblies of 1910, 1916 and 1923 de- 
clared that men applying to be licensed or ordained 
must affirm belief in, among other things, the Virgin 
Birth of Christ. In 1923 the Presbytery of New 
York licensed one Henry P. VanDusen who delib- 
erately refused to make this affirmation. Was the 
Presbytery wrong? 


R. S. V. P., Dr. Blake. 
—THE PRESBYTERIAN GUARDIAN 





Behold I Stand At The 
Door And Knock 


These are the words of “the Amen, the Faithful 
and True Martyr” to the lukewarm Church in Lao- 
dicea (Rev. 3:20). In the reference to knocking at 
the door one catches the echo of a phrase several 
times used by our Lord in His earthly life as record- 
ed in Mt. 24:33 and Lk. 12:36, 13:25. The follow- 
ing phrase, “if any man hear my voice,” takes up the 
tender words about hearing the Voice of Truth and 
hearing the Voice of the Good Shepherd in John 
18:37; 10:3. 


One also thinks of the account in 20:16, “Jesus 
saith unto her, Mary. She turneth herself and saith 
unto Him in Hebrew, Rabboni; which is to say, 
Master.” The Voice that speaks in Revelation is 
thus the Voice of Him who spake as never man 
spake! 


The beautiful passage in Revelation has inspired 
the English artist, Holman Hunt, to paint the Saviour 
standing at the door knocking with the light of His 
lantern shining through the cracks of the door. It 
is a true and gracious revelation of our blessed Lord 
and Saviour. But to be read aright, it needs to be 
set in its own context. For a text out of its context 
may be a pretext. The context determined the mean- 
ing in the first place, and the context discloses the 
meaning now. 


a 





First, this is a word from the Spirit to the Church, 
It is not, certainly not in the first place, a word to 
the unsaved. The meaning is correctly caught in 
How’s hymn, “O Jesus, Thou Art Standing,” as the 
following lines indicate: 


We bear the name of Christians, 
His name and sign we bear, 

O shame, thrice shame, upon us. 
To keep Him standing there! 


Second, this word in Rev. 3:20 is written only to 
one of the seven churches in Asia Minor. Now, no 
doubt, this Church in Laodicea is typical of many 
churches, and perhaps of every church at some luke- 
warm time or other, and perhaps to many individuals 
or to every individual at some time or other. 


But the fact that this particular exhortation is not 
given to anyone of the other six churches would seem 
to indicate that it is not applicable to every church, 
or to any one church at every moment, nor to every 
particular Christian on every occasion. 


A number of years ago, the writer supplied the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Atlanta on several 
Sundays. Whoever selected the numbers had a flair 
for How's “O Jesus Thou Art Standing Outside the 
Fast Closed Door” as the final hymn. The visiting 
minister was taken to task by several of the godly 
elders of that great congregation for closing with 
such an inappropriate hymn. No doubt, “Lead On 
O King Eternal” or “Jesus I Have Promised” would 
have been more suitable for that congregation. 


Third, may one also use this imagery of Christ 
standing outside the door and courteously knocking, 
leaving it to the will of the individual either to re- 
spond or to refuse, as an adequate account of all 
that God does in regeneration or conversion? In 
answer, One must remember that all of the truth of 
the Bible is not stated in one verse thereof. 


One may perhaps use Rev. 3:20 in a secondary 
application as an example of God’s free offer of sal- 
vation and parallel it with the words of the last 
chapter in Revelation, “and whosoever will, let him 
come and take of the water of life freely,’ and with 
the “whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish 
but have everlasting life” of John 3:16. 


But when John 3:16 is read in its context it yields 
neither a Pelagian nor an Arminian, but a Calvinistic 
interpretation. That context asserts that except 4 
man be born from above he cannot see the Kingdom 
of God, except he be born of the Spirit he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God. It thus ascribes the salvation 
of those who accept the Gospel which is freely offer- 
ed to all to the illumination of the Holy Spirit— 
working faith in our hearts and thereby uniting us to 
Christ in our effectual calling. Op the other hand it 
ascribes the rejection of Christ to man’s own love for 
darkness, 3:19-20. And this is exactly the doctrine 
of John Calvin in the Institutes III:ii:35* and in his 
sermon on Job XXXIV:27. 
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Let us not take a secondary interpretation of a 
figurative expression from the great book of symbols 
and use it to contradict the explicit statements of 
John and Paul, thus: “Who were born not of blood, 
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the wil] of man— 
but of God.” “So then it is not of him that willeth 
nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth 
mercy.” Cf. also II Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:4-6; I Cor. 
3:14; John 6:44; Me. 16:17, 11:25-26. 

Revelation 3:20 does not assert that the risen, con- 
quering Christ cannot do more than merely knock at 
the door of the sinner—He did appear to Paul in 
such a blazing light and with such a Voice of Lord- 
ship that He knocked Paul to the ground blind. And 
the Apostle affirmed, “It pleased God to reveal His 
Son in me.” Revelation 3:20 does not assert that the 


Lord at the right hand of God will never put forth 
the might of His Holy Spirit to quicken sinners 
otherwise dead in trespasses and sins that they may 
hear the Voice of the Good Shepherd, and hearing, 
live. The Apostle Paul says that God has raised us 
up from the death of sin together with Christ— 
that it is by the glorious creative and re-creative 
power of His resurrection. Christ, the heart of God, 
graciously calls—the Holy Spirit, the hand of God, 
mightily empowers sinners to answer. And to be a 
Christian means to hear the Voice of the Good Shep- 
herd and answer. —Wn.C. R. 


*"Let him who despises, impute it to himself; let 
him who ascends not arrogate it to himself’—but to 
Christ who illumines with faith by His Spirit. 





Have I Compromised? 


Introspection can be a harmful procedure if car- 
ried to excess or if misdirected. In fact, it can even 
become pathologic both in operation and in its effect. 


However, a Christian, under the guidance and 
the leading of the Holy Spirit, must search his own 
heart again and again, measuring one’s life and mo- 


tives by the teaching of God’s Word. 


We believe one of the most insidious temptations 
we are called upon to face is the temptation to com- 
promise with evil. Certainly Satan has gained a par- 
tial victory if he can make us compromise with some- 
thing which will harm our own spiritual percep- 
tions and enjoyment or hurt our influence with 
others. 


We are wise when we realize that the life of a 
Christian is a constant warfare with Satan and his 
multifarious schemes. He rarely attacks us where 
we are strong, rather the temptations come in areas 
where we least suspect it and at times and in ways 
we are not prepared to resist. 


It is for this reason that Paul, in the sixth chapter 
of Ephesians, tells us that having put on the whole 
armour of God, “above all, taking the shield of 
faith,” because to many of the assaults of the Devil 
our only armour is the movable shield of faith, to be 
interposed between us and the attack. There are 
many times when faith, an unyielding and even a 
blind faith, is what we are called upon to exercise. 
Paul expressed this thought when he said, “Yea, let 
God be true, but every man a liar,’ while again in 
Ephesians he tells us that it is the use of the shield 
of faith, “wherewith ye shall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked.” 


It is for each individual to search his own heart, 
asking the Holy Spirit to show wherein we have 
compromised with Satan. Some of this heart- 
searching must be as follows: 


Have I compromised my faith? Am I trusting in 
something I am, or something I can do, or in some 
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organization to which | belong to accomplish my 
salvation? The Bible is crystal clear in its teaching 
that our salvation rests solely on faith in the atoning 
work of the Lord Jesus Christ. There is nothing we 
can ever do which will make us merit eternal life. 
There is no inheritance of salvation. There is no 
hope of heaven to be found in belonging to some 
earthly organization, even the Church itself. Eternal 
life is God's free gift, through faith in the atoning 
and redeeming work of the Christ of Calvary. Have 
[ compromised my faith by thinking there is some 
other way? 


Have I compromised in my life? Has conformity 
to the-habits, the amusements and the ways of this 
world beclouded my witness for Him? If an un- 
believer sees me in my home, in my business, on the 
street or in some distant city, does he see in me any 
difference from those who are lost? Have I com- 
promised with the Devil for the sake of convention, 
or popularity, or because | am ashamed to be known 
as a Christian? We believe one of the greatest 
sources of weakness of the testimony of the Church 
is that so many Christians have conformed their 
ways to those of the world, having compromised be- 
cause they feared to be thought different. Paul was 
willing to be all things to all men, not by com- 
promising in his personal life, but with the fervent 
urge to win them to Christ by holy living. 


‘Have I compromised with my children? Our chil- 
dren, more than any who may come in contact with 
us, know what we really believe and are. Nothing 
can convince them that we put God first in our lives 
unless we really do. They sense what our estimate of 
values really is. They know whether the words we 
speak about Christ are pious platitudes or whether 
they come from a heart committed to Him. They 
know whether our treasures are here or in the next 
world. They know whether our aspirations for 
them center primarily in spiritual values or whether 
we want them to have worldly success as their goal. 
Many Christian parents know that deep down in 
their heart they have not put first things first in 
their example and in their demands on their chil- 











dren, and their children know it too. Have | com- 
promised with my children? 


Have I compromised in my business? \s the par- 
ticular business in which I am engaged one on which 
God’s blessing can rest? Does it involve the desecra- 
tion of the Lord’s Day? Do my business practices 
conform to the law of God with reference to hon- 
esty and truth? Is the manner by which I conduct 
my business such that God can give His approval? 
Is God my partner and do | give to His work at 
least a tithe? Are my investments in forms of bus- 
iness approved by God? Finally, are my affections 
primarily on material things as such, or, am I work- 
ing so that what I am and what I make shall be used 
for Him? 


Have I compromised with my Church? The fel- 
lowship of believers is a precious one. Do I share in 





that fellowship? Am I carrying that portion of the 
load in my own Church which makes its work more 
effective and which also lifts some of the burden 
from my pastor? Does he see in me a church mem- 
ber who is dragging his feet and living the life of a 
drone, or does he find me at his right hand, ever 
ready and willing in working for God’s cause and 
His Kingdom? 


How we all need the clear light of God’s Holy 
Spirit to shine in our hearts and lives to show us 
wherein we have compromised. We also need the 
power which comes alone through the indwelling 
Spirit, a power which alone enables us to be the kind 
of people God wants us to be. 


In the hush and the quiet, alone with God, may 
we have the courage to ask ourselves: 


—L.N.B. 


Have I compromised ? 





Reactionary? 


Bible-believing Christians, who seek to defend the 
great doctrines of the Christian faith from attack, 
are now and then described as “reactionary” by lib- 
eral theologians. In a certain sense this term, though 
not meant to be so, is quite complimentary. 


A reactionary is one who reacts. He resists a cer- 
tain trend, and opposes it with a counter tendency. 
One of our contemporary Christian magazines, in 
commenting on this word, says, “An honest man 
reacts to dishonesty. A pure woman reacts to im- 
purity. A prudent man reacts to danger. A true, 
born-again Christian, if he is really truly worth his 
salt, will react immediately and aggressively to heresy 
and apostasy wherever they are found and in what- 
ever disguise.” Reaction is at certain points an in- 
dication of vitality. The body that does not react 
to the entrance of disease germs or poison is destined 
soon to die. Resistance movements against tyranny 
and corruption are possible only where there is life. 
The reaction of the people of the United States 
against the menace of Communist infiltration is an 
evidence of virile democracy. The reaction of the 
people against the evils of corruption in government 
is a sign of strength. The nation that does not re- 
sist the encroachments of another nation across its 
borders is already essentially dead, and certainly 
doomed. At this very moment we are reacting 
against the Communist invasion of Korea, and our 
boys are fighting to the death to preserve democracy 
and freedom for the Korean people. 


The true Christian will resist the forces of sin and 
unbelief because he must. As a soldier of the cross 
he inevitably reacts against all that threatens the ad- 
vance of the Christian faith, He does not weakly 
compromise with those who would destroy the faith 
and break down confidence in the Word of God. 
He sees the danger of a false toleration that appeases 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. His holy love 


will always cultivate a healthy hate. He cannot but 


be jealous, with Elijah, for the Lord God of Israel. 
And with Paul, he is utterly opposed to “another 
gospel which is not another.” 


Dr. J. H. Jowett once wrote, “We are familiar with 
the teaching that through our love we may have com- 
munion with God, but perhaps we have not given 
needful emphasis to the correlative teaching that 
through our healthy, holy hatred we also share His 
kinship. We may be like Him in our attractions; 
we may also be like Him in our repulsions. A whole- 
some hatred is a very vital element in a sanctified 
life.” Hatred, of course, just like love, can be mis- 
used and perverted. It is often associated with prej- 
udice and envy and self-centeredness. But if our fel- 
lowship is with God, and with His Son Jesus Christ, 
He will lead us so that with Him we will love the 
sinner while hating his sin. For, in spite of the easy- 
going indifference of our age, which men have false- 
ly ascribed to God, making Him over in their own 
image, the Bible teaches us that there is such a thing 
as the divine wrath. Christ commends the Church 
of Ephesus, “But this thou hast, that thou hatest the 
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate” (Rev. 


2:6). 


For that matter, the Church that is true to her Lord 
will herself be hated, most bitterly, even as Christ 
Himself was hated. Paul warns us that “all that 
would live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer perse- 
cution.” A living Church, seeking to obey God in 
all things, will surely encounter opposition. The 
Bible teaches us that this bitter hatred and oppost- 
tion to the Gospel will be intensified as the end of 
the world approaches. It reveals that then great anti- 
Christian forces will be united as never before to 
attack the remaining remnant of true believers. But 
God will not forsake His own. To those who are 
faithful to the end He has promised the crown of 
life. 


An easy tolerance is a sure sign of moral and 
spiritual decadence. The Church that has lost its 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

















o6lU WDUOCOlUlUlC Uh COCO —‘<( Mm 














convictions, and its power to react against unbelief 
and worldliness with positive faith and godliness, 
may have a name to live but it is already dead. It 
has allowed these termites to eat out its heart and sap 
its strength, and it is ready to collapse. It has lost its 
power to resist and has succumbed to the enemy. Is 
not this the Church’s greatest peril, our compromise 
with forms of unbelief and worldly practices? Satan 
appears so subtly as an angel of light that even the 
saints are sometimes taken in. 


God give us in this day men and women who dis- 
cern between truth and error, and between right and 





wrong. God give us people who are awake to the 
subtle and sinister evils of our time, who are not 
taken in by fine talk, and who are not confused as 
to the real issues. God give us, yea, God make us 
men of mightly loyalties and convictions who will 
react against and resist all forms of evil, wherever 
they are, and wherever they are found, in state, or 
society, or church, or even in our own hearts and 
lives. 


—THE CHURCH HERALD 





Notes From Edinburgh 


A letter from a graduate student in Edinburgh has 
several notes indicative of a trend in the evangelical 
direction. “Professor T. K. Torrance’s pet theme 
seems to be eschatology ... The other day in class he 
made a side remark to the effect that he thought 
Reinhold Niebuhr has carried realized eschatology so 
far that the second coming of Christ is at best but a 
symbol. I could not help but be amused at the 
somewhat indignant reaction of the Union, N. Y. 
men in the class. They were not used to having their 
idol taken to task .. . Dr. Hendry of Princeton re- 
cently gave a series of lectures on THE GOSPEL OF 
THE INCARNATION in which he made what I 
thought were some interesting comments on the doc- 
trine of the Church. He spoke with some disap- 
proval of all the current talk on this doctrine, the 
body of Christ, etc. He said it was amazing how 


long the church got along without doing much re- 
flection on its own nature. He said the essential 
nature of the church is that of a witness and a wit- 
ness is never the principal one in consideration. The 
church is most truly fulfilling its role when it is not 
talking about itself but rather giving testimony to 
Christ. In a recent conference with Professor Watt 
he expressed somewhat the same opinion and agreed 
that some current ecumenical activity was apparently 
being carried on from a concept of the church that 
was actually more Roman than reformed ... A study 
on THE SUPERNATURAL BACKGROUND OF THE LIFE 
AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS CHRIST IN THE SYNOPTIC 
GOSPELS has the tentative approval of Prof. Manson 
as a thesis subject for E 4d ... Manson is convinced 
that we fail to get the full significance of the teach- 
ing and work of Christ if we do not consider ser- 
iously what is said in the New Testament of the 
World of spirits and demons.” 





Wondering ? 


How to make that last-minute gift one which will really please? If so (and who isn’t!) make it a gift sub- 
scription to THE JOURNAL, sent every week in 1952 for only $2.50, yet simply loaded and packed with 
fine reading for Christians. A beautifully printed two-color card announcing your gift will be sent if you so 
desire. A convenient order blank is enclosed in this issue. 


a? 





. 
, 


Seasont Greetings 


“NF 





% 


Wishing you a Blessed Christmas 


and a year of joy in the reading of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 





fo 
prom 





THIS CARD SENT ANNOUNCING YOUR GIFT IF YOU DESIRE 


DECEMBER 12. 1951 





according to 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 





Last of a Series 


THE SHORTER CATECHISM 


By The Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


The Tenth Commandment 


As we come to the closing study of the Ten Com- 
mandments, it is well that we should remember the 
great insight expressed in the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith (Chapter 21, paragraph 5), “The moral 
law doth forever bind all, as well justified persons 
as others, to the obedience thereof, and that not 
o-ly in regard of the manner contained in it, but 
loo in respect of the authority of God the Creator, 
wic gave it. Neither doth Christ, in the Gospel, 
anyway dissolve, but much strengthen, this obliga- 
tion.” 


Of course, Christians must guard against legalism, 
which has often proved to be very dangerous in the 
life of the Church. 


But we must also equally guard against the error 
of antinomianism which has a way of creeping into 
the Church from time to time. In teaching the Ten 
Commandments, therefore, it is well to be reminded 
of the truth expressed in this statement from our 
Confession of Faith. 


Question 79: Which is the tenth Commandment? 


Answer: The tenth commandment is, “Thou shalt 
not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, 
nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any- 
thing that is thy neighbor's.” 


The tenth commandment is considered to be the 
deepest of all the ten. It penetrates to the desires of 
the heart. It touches the sources of unholy actions, 
words and thought. This law grapples with the un- 
seen movements and impulses of the heart which 
stimulate and regulate our thoughts, our words and 
our deeds. 


Covetousness is to be thought of as the evil de- 
sire that seeks personal advantage. The selfish wish 
to possess that which is another's. Covetousness vio- 
lates the obligation to love our fellowman as our- 
selves. Our age is particularly susceptible to this 
evil because of the vast amount of artificial stimula- 
tion of the desires of the heart to possess what is 
presented to our attention. Many devices are em- 
ployed to create this desire for what we do not have. 


ATLANTA, Ga. 


Covetousness is no small evil. St. Paul writes of 
the covetous man as an idolater, (Ephesians 5:5). 
By this we take it that he meant that in so far as the 
covetous man erects wealth into a god and makes 
everything else yield to self, it becomes a species of 
self-worship. St. John warns, “My little children, 
guard yourselves from idols.” Yes, covetousness is 
idolatry. 


Our Lord recognized the danger of covetousness. 
He charged His hearers to, “Take heed of covetous- 
ness for man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
things which he possesseth.”” (Luke 12:5). The 
Greek term that He used for it is “pleonexia”, and it 
means “grasping more”. In this respect it is a sin 
both of the rich and the poor. 


This commandment tells us we should not covet 
our neighbor's house. The word “house” is prob- 
ably taken in the larger sense including all that be- 
longs to the household. The clause that follows is 
an amplification of this idea, “thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass.” The wife, the 
servant, the cattle are all constituent items of the 
“house”. They are mentioned by name in order that 
no one may be mistaken as to the breadth of this 
commandment. 


Again the commandment specifies “nor anything 
that is thy neighbor’s.” This refers to all things 
heretofore not enumerated. It concerns itself with 
objects which the eighth also has in view. It goes 
beyond stealing to the desire which prompts it. It 


aims to frustrate stealing in its incipient stage. 


Question 80: What is required in the tenth com- 
mandment? 


Answer: “The tenth commandment requireth full 
contentment with our own condition with a right 
and charitable frame of spirit toward our neighbor 


and all that is his.” 


The Catechism represents contentment as a prophy- 
lactic against covetousness. The more we cultivate 
the grace of contentment, the less likely we are to 
covet. If we become content with what God in His 
providence has seen fit to give us, then we shall not 
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be tempted to covet that which He has not given us. 


An observation made by William Penn is relevant 
at this point. Said the Quaker writer: “Great is their 
peace who know a limit to their ambitious minds, 
that have learned to be contented with the appoint- 
ments and bounds of Providence; that are not careful 
to be great, but, being great, are humble and do good. 
Such keep their wits with their consciences, and, with 
an even mind, can at all times measure the uneven 
world, rest fixed in the midst of all its uncertainties, 
and as becomes those who have an interest in a bet- 
ter, in the good time and will of God, cheerfully 
leave this.” 


It would be well for us to remember in connection 
with this commandment a prayer expressed in the 
Book of Proverbs: “Give me neither poverty nor 
riches. Feed me with food convenient for me lest I 
be full and deny thee and say, Who is the Lord? Or 
lest I be poor and steal and take the name of the Lord 
my God in vain” (Proverbs 30:8-9). 


If we are content with what God has given us, we 
shall think well of our neighbor and rejoice in his 
success. We shall then be in a “right and charitable 
frame of spirit toward our neighbor and all that is 
his.” 

Question 81: What is forbidden in the tenth com- 
mandment? 


- 


Answer: “The tenth commandment forbiddeth all 
discontentment with our own estate, and envying or 
grieving at the good of our neighbor, and all in- 
ordinate motions and affections to anything that is 
his.” 


This law forbids the sin of complaining against God 
or murmuring at His providential dealings with us. 
In the Old Testament we observe the proneness of 
the Israelites to fall into this sin. They complained 
against God, and they murmured against Moses. 


St. Paul recalled the discontentment and murmur- 
ing of the Israelites and solemnly warned the Cor- 
inthian Christians against this spirit when he said 
that they should beware of it lest they should “be de- 
stroyed of the Destroyer,” (1 Cor. 10:10). 


_ Another practice forbidden by this law is “envy- 
ing or grieving at the good of our neighbor.” This 
means that we should not begrudge others what they 


KRihICIOCUS SJ Pits 








~ YJational 








have nor desire to secure what they have if we could 
get it. It is forbidden as Dr. Charles Hodge says as 
“a real cancer of the soul; producing torture, and 
eating out all right feeling.” 

We are also forbidden “all inordinate motions 
and affections to anything that is his.” By inordin- 
ate motions is meant “unregulated or excessive 
movements of feeling or impulses of desire.” 


What a searching commandment this is! It pene- 
trates to our desires, feelings and motives. It is the 
one most of all that shows us our sinfulness. This 
was the commandment that brought the Apostle Paul 
to his knees in contrition. In that great autobiograph- 
ical chapter (Romans 7:7) he tells us that it was not 
until the law came to him with the word “Thou shalt 
not covet” that the sense of sin and moral bondage 
became acute in his life. He could look the other 
commandments in the face without trembling; but 
he could not honestly say that he had not coveted 
what belonged to others. It was the one that served 
as a school-master to bring him to Christ ( Gala- 
tians 3:24). 

Questions For Discussion 

1. Is there a sense in which covetousness is legiti- 
mate and proper? 

2. Is covetousness conducive toward misery or 
happiness? 

3. Is it right to fix our attention upon the things 
which God has forbidden? 

4. What bearing has the new birth on the matter 
of covetousness? 

5. How may covetousness be conquered? 

6. Are people who are guilty of this sin usually 
conscious of it? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





“The Promise Fulfilled In Christ” 


Scripture: Luke 1-2. 


Devotional Reading: 
Luke 1:46-55. 


“As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.” 


So sang Mary in her great hymn of 


praise which is called “The Magnificant,” named from its opening Latin word. God's mercies to Israel dur- 
ing all her history is a marvelous story, and the most entrancing part of it is the gradual unfolding of the prom- 


ises concerning the coming Messiah. 


Beginning with the pronouncement in Genesis that the seed of the 


woman should bruise the serpent’s head, this promise becomes clearer and more specific as the centuries roll 


by. To Abraham, God promises that in him shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, and this promise 
is renewed to Isaac and Jacob. To Moses, He gives 
the assurance that He will raise up a prophet like un- 
to Moses. To David and Solomon, He promises an 
everlasting kingdom, and many of the Psalms are 
prophetic in their nature: the 22nd giving a very 
vivid picture of His sufferings, while others tell of 
His resurrection, and of the everlasting nature of His 
Kingdom. In the prophets, particularly Isaiah, the 
evangelical prophet, and Zechariah, where a whole 
section of the book (chapters 9 to 14) is taken up 
with a description of the “Times of the Messiah.” 


Now, after the “silent centuries” go by, in the 
fullness of time, when the world is in the right con- 
dition, when Rome is the great political world pow- 
er, and the Greek language is in its perfection, the 
Messiah comes. 


Luke is a most careful historian. He writes his 
gospel to the Greeks, and it is the gospel for the 
Gentiles. The purpose of his gospel is stated in 
verse 4: “That thou mightest know the certainty of 
those things, wherein thus hast been instructed.” 


It is indeed a blessing to know the certainty of the 
facts which we firmly believe. In order that this 
purpose might be carried out, Luke goes into minute 
particulars concerning the birth of our Savior. 


The lesson—chapters 1 and 2—naturally divides 
itself into two parts: The Birth of John the Baptist, 
and The Birth of Jesus. 


I. The Birth of John the Baptist: 
Chapter 1 


Zacharias, the priest, and Elizabeth, his wife, were 
“righteous before God, walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.” No 
higher praise could be given than this. “And they 
had no child”: this was a source of deep grief to this 
godly couple. 


While Zacharias is performing his duties in the 
priest’s office, burning incense before the Lord, there 
came a vision and a promise. They, like Hannah, had 
been praying for a child, and now this prayer is to 
be answered. Several things are to be noted in this 
promise: 
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(1) the name of the child is to be John, 
(2) his birth would cause great joy and gladness, 
(3) he should be great in the sight of the Lord, 


(4) he was to be a Nazarite, neither drinking 
wine or strong drink, 


(5) he would be filled with the Holy Ghost, 
(6) he would turn many to the Lord, and, 
(7) he would be the Forerunner of the Messiah. 


Zacharias did not fully believe this glorious prom- 
ise, although he had been praying for a child, and his 
doubt is rebuked by dumbness coming upon him 
until these things should be fulfilled. 


The people were waiting for him and marvelling 
that he tarried so long. He could not speak when 
he came out, and departed to his house when his 
duties were performed. 


The narrative concerning John is interrupted at 
this point by the annunciation to the Virgin Mary. 
How anyone can doubt the virgin birth of Jesus, or 
consider it an unessential doctrine, after reading these 
carefully chosen words of the physician, Luke, is hard 
to see. If this were the only place where this truth 
is revealed, there might be some excuse for this un- 
belief, but there are many other places where it is 
either plainly taught, or is there by necessary infer- 
ence. However, one plain statement is sufficient 
for those who believe in a fully inspired Bible. 


Mary was both believing and submissive. “And 
Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it 
unto me according to thy word.” In our study of 
God's Word let us never forget that nothing is im- 
possible with God. The miracle of the virgin birth, 
one of the rock-bottom beliefs of the Apostle’s Creed, 
is certainly no harder to believe than thousands of 
other miracles. We live in an age when men do 
marvellous things; how foolish to limit the power of 


God! 


The meeting between these two highly favored 
women, Mary and Elizabeth, is a remarkable one. 
Both women express their emotions in songs of praise 
to God. The one by Elizabeth is short and full of 
praise for Mary. Mary’s great hymn of praise reminds 
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Yes, here are the answers to many 
questions of the heart and soul as the 
author unfolds the petals of truth 
wrapped up in God’s lilys and tulips, 
roses, asters and violets. 


Broadman Press, who accepted the book for pub- 
lication, says “Just about the time we had per- 
suaded ourselves that there is nothing new in 
book publishing, we came across this perfect gem. 
which is not only new but strikingly different . . .” 


us of the song that Hannah sung when she had the 
answer to her prayer. 


John the Baptist is born, and at the naming of the 
child, Zacharias’ speech is restored. “And he asked for 
a writing tablet, and wrote, saying, His name is 
John.” And they all marveled. And his mouth was 
opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he 
spake and praised God . . . And his father Zacharias 
was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, say- 
ing .. . there follows another hymn of praise to God 
for His wonderful works, and a prophecy concern- 
ing John. Notice the predominant note of joy, and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit in all these incidents. 
It was a time when the Lord was doing marvellous 
things and the beginning of a new age. 


“And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, 
re was in the deserts till the day of his shewing to 
srael.” 


ll. The Birth of Jesus: 
Chapter 2 


The prophet had said that Jesus should be born in 
Bethlehem. In the opening verses of chapter 2 we 
see how everything moved toward the minute fulfill- 
ment of this prophecy. A decree went out from 

t Augustus that all the world should be en- 
tolled. So Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David). 
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Did you... 


Ever wonder «vhat the flowers are for 
Ever wonder what their language is? 


Ever wonder what the flowers say? 


2 Here's Your Answer 


Here you find what each of the 26 flowers includ- 
ed stands for in symbolism. Here you will find 
many favorite thoughts and a host of new, fresh 
ones. Here you will discover a brilliant black 
crayon and water color artist, Novie Moffatt Ad- 
renhold, whose illustrations accompanying each 
flower story adds beauty to charm of the book. 
order today from 


THE Bi wena Presbyterian 
OURNAL Weaverville 


North Carolina 


Because there was no room in the inn, Jesus was 
born in a stable and laid in a manger. How much 
of the poetry and art of the world would have been 
lost, if He had been born in a palace, or even in an 
ordinary house, or in the inn! This scene (or these 
scenes) has caught the attention and fired the imagin- 
ation of poets and artists, and made the story of His 
birth a fascinating one for men, women, and chil- 
dren. “No room in the inn”: these words remind us 
of what John says in the first chapter of his gospel: 
“He was in the world, and the world knew Him not; 
he came unto His own, and His own received Him 
not.” Is the world in any mood to receive Him now? 
If He were to come as He came the first time, would 
not His treatment be similar to the treatment accord- 
ed Him then? Would not a large section of the 
Church treat Him as the Jewish Church leaders treat- 
ed Him when He was here? Is there room in the 
pompous Church for the Head of the Church, or in 
an unbelieving, unitarian Church for the Son of 
God? 


The following verses are so familiar, being read 
each Christmas, that no words of comment are nec- 
essary. In fact, the simple story is far more beauti- 
ful and impressive than any comment might be. It 
is well to remember that this vision and message 
came, not to the proud leaders of the Jewish Church, 
but to lowly shepherds. May it not be true today that 
simple folk, living in the open country, are the best 
recipients of the message of salvation? The busy 
throngs of the city have little time for meditation. 
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Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her 


heart. The picture of Mary in these two chapters of. 


Luke's gospel is far different from the Mary of the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is hard to see how the 


worship of Mary came about in the history of the 
Church. 


The revelation to Simeon that he should not see 
death until he had seen the Lord’s Christ, is fulfilled 
when he comes into the temple, takes Jesus in his 
arms, and blesses God. 


There was one Anna. She came in and also spoke of 
Him. These two old people are singularly honored 





of God and their testimony is added to that of the 


‘, shepherds, the wise men. 


Twelve years go by, and except for the visit of the 
wise men as recorded by Matthew, very little is 
known of the boyhood days of Jesus. Luke gives us 
this acount of the visit to Jerusalem, of His remain- 
ing behind, of how they found Him in the temple, 
asking and answering questions of the learned doc- 
tors of the law, and of the wonder of all who heard 
Him. His words to His mother show us something 
of. His unique character: Wist ye not that I must 
be about my Father’s business, (or, in my Father's 
house): “And Jesus increased in wisdom and sta- 
ture, and in favor with God and man.” 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 23 





REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE. JR. 





The First Christmas Carol 


“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” Luke 2:14. 


first, the finest and the final Christmas carol! 


Surely, this is the 


Promised through the prophets of old, proclaimed by the angels 


from above, fulfilled in the Son of God, the glad tidings of great joy ring out anew. However strange and 
seemingly out of tune the music of our sphere may be with its wars and rumors of wars, above every discord- 


ant note there rises still the melody of peace and love 
that believing hearts have ever learned to sing. 


The First Carol. 


It was first sung where the prophet had said, “If 
one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, 
and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof.” 
Then, as he looked with the eye of faith beyond the 
shadows of the night, his soul was made to sing, 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee!” .. . “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ,” “for unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord!” 


The Day Star has risen in the East, and into the 
dark night of sin and shame the light of life and love 
has come “to give light to them that sit in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.” “Glory to God in the highest!” 


The Finest Carol 


What more glorious message could come to men 
than the message of peace? Peace with God! The 
Peace of God! Peace on earth! Peace among men! 


“It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
From heaven's all-gracious King. 

The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing.” 


Truly Messiah has come! “Unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be 
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upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counselor, The Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace!” 


“Hark! the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild; 
God and sinners reconciled.’ 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace, 
Hail the Sun of righteousness!” 


He came to make “peace through the blood of His 
cross!” He came to die that men might live at peace 
with God. “Being therefore justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ!’ 
Hear His promise, old but ever new, “Peace I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto you!” 


The Final Carol 

Not only is the song the angels sang the first and 
finest Christmas carol, but it is final, for indeed, “the 
first shall be last,” and the sweet strains of heaven's 
own hymn of peace that announced the coming of 
Messiah will form the grand amen of the hallelujah 
chorus when He comes again to reign in righteous- 
ness forever. “Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and 
honour, and power unto the Lord our God! va 
Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth! 
“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and God himself shall be with them, and be their God 
....I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you 
these things in the churches. I am the root and me 
offspring of David, and the bright and morning star: 
.. . Behold, I come quickly!” ‘Even so come, Lor 
Jesus!” 
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With our Church Committed by 
General Assembly action to a 
“five-year truce” on agitation 
for union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, officials 
are actively spreading 


UNION 





The article below, UNION PROPAGANDA, is 
brief, but it points up the way in which those 
who so earnestly desire a union of Southern and 
Northern Prebyterian bodies have circumvented 
all safeguards against a major controversy at a 
time in which our Church is engaged in a vital 
Tithing Campaign. —Ed. 











Propaganda! 


By P. C. Ennis 


Much has been said pro and con about “The Five 
Year Truce” on church union agitation prior to the 
presentation of this important matter to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


When the action of the General Assembly was 
taken in 1948 it was generally understood by the 
rank and file, who are not interested in controversy 
and contention but who are concerned about their 
Church, that the matter of union would be held in 
abeyance for five years and the thought and effort of 
the Church would be given to the promotion of the 
Assembly’s PROGRAM OF PROGRESS that was being 
undertaken to strengthen the work of its agencies. 


But what about the use of special occasions and 
activities of those in particular positions? This ques- 
tion is raised by an article in the October 29, 1951, 
issue of The Presbyterian Outlook (The voice of 
the Union Movement in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church). The Outlook’s Oklahoma correspondent 
writes of the address by our Assembly’s Moderator 
at the recent joint session of the Northern and 
Southern Synods, meeting in Oklahoma City, Okla. 
In this address the Moderator is reported as asking: 
‘What’s the difference between the Northern and 
Southern Presbyterians?” He answers his own ques- 
tion by saying: “You couldn’t tell the difference to 
‘ave your soul. There isn’t any. People are just 

™m into one or the other. There’s a Church of 


oe Presbyterians in Atlanta, Ga., doing very 
well.” 
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ATLANTA, Ga. 


In this statement the Moderator, of course, is 
expressing his personal opinion and it is not neces- 
sarily the opinion of the Church he represents. The 
fact that the Northern Assembly has a Church in 
Atlanta and is pressing its work in other areas 
within the bounds of the Southern Assembly indi- 
cates that there is a difference. The fact that 1,293 
ministers and educators in the Northern Presby- 
terian Church signed the Auburn Affirmation in 
protest against vital Christian teachings to which 
the Southern Church is committed indicates there is 
a difference. There are many ministers in the Nor- 
thern Church of like faith with our own who know 
there is a difference and do not want the distinctive 
testimony of the Southern Presbyterian Church, as 
a denomination to be lost by union with their 
Church. There are many people both North and 
South who know that there are vital differences be- 
tween the two Churches worth contending for. 


In view of the action of the 1948 Assembly many 
earnest people in the Church are asking whether the 
Assembly’s Moderator should use an honorary posi- 
tion in which he represents the entire Church, and 
not a particular part of it, to promote church union 
when he should be silent or scrupulously neutral. 
Such statements, as reported in The Presbyterian 
Outlook, do not serve to strengthen the denomina- 
tional loyalty of the members of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church in this Home Mission Synod to be 
told, in effect, by their Assembly’s Moderator that 
there is no particular reason for the maintenance of 
the Church which they are laboring to extend. 








BOOKS 


THE GOOD NEWS BY MARK, by Frances 
Noble Phair. Moody. $ .15. This little book is an 
endeavor to put into simple language the Gospel 
according to Mark. It is not a new translation. In 
general the St. James Version has been the basic 
text. The purpose has been to simplify difficult and 
unfamiliar language without changing the meaning 
of the original that the person of Christ may be seen 
more clearly. 





WORSHIP AIDS FOR 52 SERVICES, edited by 
Fredrich Rest. Westminster. $3.50. This book has 
been written to help ministers and leaders of services 
in Protestant Churches. It contains thoroughly se- 
lected and well-organized calls to worship, prayers, 
suggested Scripture readings, and other tools. These 
worship aids are organized into units of material 
suitable for the great days of the traditional church 
calendar, and for “special services” widely observed 
in the churches. 





A COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF 
JOHN, by F. B. Meyer. Zondervan. $3.50. Form- 
erly published in two separate volumes “The Life 
and the Light of Men” and “Love to the Utter- 
most,” the publishers are now presenting these two 
works in a single volume, “Gospel of John.” This 
is a profoundly spiritual exposition. In it preachers 
will discover innumerable suggestions for challeng- 
ing, heart-searching messages. In it all readers will 


find illumination and inspiration for living daily the 
Christian life. 





TRIED BY FIRE; by F. B. Meyer. Zondervan. 
$2.50. This volume contains expositions on the first 
epistle of Peter. Dr. Meyer places special emphasis 
on the message that the Epistle has for the Christians 
pressed by trials and difficulties. He treats many 
difficult passages with unsurpassed depth of under- 
standing, simplicity, and critical ability. 





$2.75 
Reg. Price 


PELOUBET’S 
SELECT NOTES 


This is the world’s great- 
est commentary for teach- 
ers of all grades, Bible 
students and pastors. 
Maps, famous religious 
prints, illustrations, bibli- 
ography index, a volume 
complete in every respect. 
New 1952 Series 


Wilbur M. Smith 


Great Books For The Christian Library 


Both Only $5 
Studies In Theology 


Loraine Boettner 
The complete text 
of some of the ma- 
jor works of 
Boettner: The 
Person Of 
Christ, The 
I n s piration 
Of The 
S criptures 
and The 


A t one- 


BOTH ping 
BOOKS $3.50 
ONLY $5 nee 


Price 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS, by A. B. 
Davidson. Zondervan. $1.50. Dr. Davidson has 
packed a vast amount of wealth into this remarkable 
exposition. He was one of the greatest Hebrew 
scholars of his generation. It is orthodox, scholarly, 
profound, and yet understandable. Pastors and 
teachers will be able to get a practical grasp of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews in a volume of only 260 


pages. 
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World’s leading Commentary on the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons complete with maps, 
colored prints, bibliography and index. 


for Pastors, Students 


by WILBUR M. SMITH / 252% 
WILDE CO., Boston 16, Mass. 








Teachers Is 
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The Heart 
of 


Christmas 
By Rev. John R. Richardson 


Pastor 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 


Atlanta ... Georgia 


Here is the ideal booklet to enclose with your 
Christmas Card, hand to some friend, or place 
at each Christmas dinner table. Wrap in with 
gifts you are sending as a reminder of the 
true meaning of Christmas. All mail orders 
filled promptly. Supply limited, also mailing 
time before Christmas, so order today from: 


5¢e Each - $4 A Hundred 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 








WHAT WOULD YOU DO 
IF 
The college you serve needed $500,000, 
You were offered $100,000 as a challenge gift, 
You must secure $100,000 to meet that challenge, 
You could not get a well-organized campaign s 
until the fall of 19527 


We are doing this: Telling as many friends of Christian 
Education as we can and hoping and trusting many of 
them will not wait until they are called upon but will 
mail in checks in the tax year 1961. 


Edwin Pate ... Chairman of the Board 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Maxton ... North Carolina 


Preparatory Department Junior College 
Educational Excellence Christian Emphasis 


Second Semester Begins January 26, 1952 
A Good Place For Your Son 














FUTURE WONDERS OF PROPHECY, by 8S. 
B. Williams. Good Tiding. 50 cents. The study of 
prophecy is an interesting but difficult one. Such a 
study requires an analytical approach. While there 
is a large portion of prophecy which can seemingly 
be explained in several ways, every Christian has the 
right and responsibility to request Biblical proof of 
any dogmatic statement made by an interpreter. This 
is of course true not only in prophecy but in all 
things pertaining to the ‘““God-breathed” Word. 


When reading this book the reader should be able 
to discern between what Dr. Williams implies and 
what he actually says. For instance; a hurried read- 
ing might lead one to believe that Dr. Williams says 
General McArthur’s dismissal was a fulfillment of 
prophecy, while what he actually says is that Mc- 
Arthur’s policies were diametrically opposed to con- 
ditions which would fulfill prophecy; therefore, it 
was inevitable that his policies be done away with. 


While accepting the major portion of what Dr. 
Williams Says as true and in harmony with the 
Scriptures, there are several points he attempts to 
make with which I cannot agree. I found the main 
strength of the book lay in its causing me to search 
out for myself in the Scriptures the verifications and 
falsifications of the author’s theses. 


jsatents of prophecy will likely find many points 
of interest in these studies by one who has devoted 
many years to this field of investigation. 


—B. G. Munro. 
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Bible Story Books 


The Child’s Story Bible 
By Catherine F. Vos 


782 pages, full color pictures, maps, index, scripture refer- 
ences, pronunciation guide, large, clear type. $3.95 postpaid. 


Egermeier’s Bible Story Book 

By Elsie E. Egermeier 
Three editions to choose from. “A” is complete Bible in 
story, 234 stories, 608 pages. “B” is culture edition with 
every feature of “A” plus home-study section, 688 pages. 
“C” is deluxe gift edition, contains all features of “A”; and 
“B” adding 16 pages of pictures and stories on life of 
Christ with 16-page photographic reproductions of Holy 
Land scenes. “‘A,” 2.95. “B,” $3.95. “C,” $4.95. 


The Foster Bible Story Books 

By Charles Foster 
An illustrative list of titles, including: Story Of The Gos- 
pel ($1.00), Story Of The Bible ($2.25), First Steps For 
Little Feet ($1.25), and Bible Pictures ($2.00). Each dis- 
tinctive, yet all true-to-the-Bible and especially adapted for 
small children. 

Marian’s Favorite Bible Stories 

By Marian Schoolland 
For children 3 to 8, carefully designed for this age group, 
large type, close to Bible narrative, full color pictures, 
making a good all-around Bible Story Book for primary 
and intermediates. $1.50. 


Marian’s Big Book Of Bible Stories 
By Marian Schoolland 


Next step for children is this graded complete story book 
covering the entire Bible in faithful retelling of 226 stories. 
To protect your child from harmful stories untrue to the 
Biblical account, this book is par excellent. $3.50. 


Bible Stories For Boys And Girls 


By Theodore Engstrom 


Seventy stories from the Scripture for boys and girls 5 to 
10 years of age. Designed to lead young minds to a closer 
understanding and faith in the Word of God, this book is 
particularly fine for children not familiar with the Bible 


stories. $1.95. 
ORDER FROM 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 








Send For This New Little Book On Prophecy 


FUTURE WONDERS OF PROPHECY 


Describing Last Seven Years 
Of Present World Age 


By A Southern Presbyterian Minister 


See Review In This Journal — 32 Pages 
10 Chapters — 50c Copy — 3 For $1 


STEPHEN B. WILLIAMS 
48 Mary Street Alexandria, La. 
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FINAL DATE FOR SPRING TITHING ADVENTURE — JANUARY 1, 1952 
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